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On Sept. 28 President Jose Napoleon Duarte called on the Roman Catholic Church to produce
evidence that reportedly indicates army involvement in the Sept. 21 murder of 10 peasants. Duarte
said, "There has to be proof to judge these matters. I am conscientious and have faith that I will
continue defending human rights, and this implies, in addition, that if someone falters, society
should punish it. But accusations should not be made without proof." On Sept. 27, the Roman
Catholic Church said it had proof that soldiers were directly involved in the deaths of 10 peasants in
La Cebadilla, a hamlet in San Vicente department located 25 miles east of San Salvador. Residents
of La Cebadilla said the peasants were murdered after being detained and interrogated by soldiers.
(See CAU 09/28/88.) Julia Hernandez, director of the church's human rights office Tutela Legal , told
UPI on the same day that church authorities have identified three soldiers suspected of involvement
in the killings, and that investigations are continuing. The evidence, she said, is "public property,"
and the Church is prepared to release the information. According to Attorney General Rodolfo
Giron Flores, "Investigations are being hampered because we cannot find the witnesses." He
complained that the private Human Rights Commission had hidden the witnesses. Director of the
Commission, Reynaldo Blanco, said the peasants fled on their own, fearing for their lives. He added,
"They have gone to nearby hamlets because no one can guarantee their lives and the government
is not interested in protecting their lives." Holly Burkhalter of Americas Watch, a New York-based
human rights group, said that an inspection by organization members found that the 10 victims'
bodies had been blown up or shot "at very close range." Burkhalter pointed out that at least six
Salvadoran government investigations of multiple murders in the past decade had not yielded any
criminal charges. (Basic data from UPI, 09/28/88)
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